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Paul’s explanations in his epistles are crucial for us today because they lay the 
**doctrinal foundation of the Christian faith** and provide **practical instructions for daily 
living**. Here’s why his teachings remain relevant: 
 
### **1. They Explain the Gospel of Grace** 
Paul’s epistles emphasize **justification by faith** (Romans 3:28, Galatians 2:16) and 
the **sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice** (Colossians 2:13-14). This message is essential 
in a world where many still seek salvation through works or religious rituals. 
 
### **2. They Teach How to Live as Christians** 
Paul provides guidance on: 
- **Sanctification** – Living a holy life (1 Thessalonians 4:3-4) 
- **Love and Unity** – Bearing with one another in love (Ephesians 4:2-3) 
- **Spiritual Warfare** – Standing against the enemy (Ephesians 6:10-18) 
- **Christian Conduct** – Walking in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-25) 
 
### **3. They Defend Against False Doctrines** 
Paul warns about false teachers (Galatians 1:6-9, 2 Timothy 4:3-4) and emphasizes the 
need to stand firm in sound doctrine (Titus 2:1). This remains critical today as many 
distort the gospel. 
 
### **4. They Emphasize the Church’s Role** 
Paul explains the **body of Christ** (1 Corinthians 12:12-27), the **role of pastors and 
elders** (1 Timothy 3:1-7), and the **importance of fellowship** (Hebrews 10:25). His 
teachings help believers understand how to function within the church. 
 
### **5. They Give Us Hope for Christ’s Return** 
Paul’s writings on the **Second Coming of Christ** (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 1 
Corinthians 15:51-58) provide hope in troubled times, reminding believers of their future 
resurrection and eternal life with Christ. 
 
### **Conclusion** 
Paul’s explanations are essential today because they teach us **who we are in Christ, 
how to live by faith, how to resist falsehood, and how to prepare for Christ’s return**. His 
epistles continue to **equip, encourage, and establish believers** in the truth of God’s 
Word. 
 
Elder W H Moody 
 

 



### **Doctrine in 2 Timothy 1**   
 
2 Timothy 1 is a deeply personal letter from Paul to Timothy, encouraging him to remain 
**faithful, courageous, and steadfast** in the gospel. Paul emphasizes the **power of 
God’s calling, the necessity of boldness in suffering, and the importance of guarding 
sound doctrine**. 
--- 
## **1. Encouragement to Remain Faithful (2 Timothy 1:1-7)**   
- "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life 
which is in Christ Jesus." (v.1)   
- "I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without 
ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day." (v.3)   
- "I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice." (v.5)   
- "Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on 
of my hands." (v.6)   
- "For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound 
mind." (v.7)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **God calls believers according to His will** – Paul was made an apostle **not by 
personal ambition, but by God’s purpose** (v.1).   
- **Faith is passed down through generations** – Timothy’s faith was nurtured by his 
mother and grandmother (v.5).   
- **Spiritual gifts must be actively used** – Timothy is reminded to **stir up the gift** God 
has given him (v.6).   
- **Christians should not be ruled by fear** – Instead, God gives believers **power, love, 
and self-control** (v.7).   
--- 
## **2. Do Not Be Ashamed of the Gospel (2 Timothy 1:8-12)**   
- "Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but 
share with me in the sufferings for the gospel." (v.8)   
- "Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to His own purpose and grace." (v.9)   
- "But has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel." (v.10)   
- "For this reason, I also suffer these things; nevertheless, I am not ashamed, for I know 
whom I have believed." (v.12)   
 
 



### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Do not be ashamed of Christ** – The gospel brings **persecution, but believers must 
stand firm** (v.8).   
- **Salvation is by God’s grace, not our works** – God calls believers **according to His 
purpose** (v.9).   
- **Christ has abolished death** – Through Jesus, **believers receive eternal life and 
immortality** (v.10).   
- **Faith is rooted in knowing Christ personally** – Paul suffers but remains confident 
because he knows **Jesus is trustworthy** (v.12).   
 
--- 
 
## **3. Guard the Truth of the Gospel (2 Timothy 1:13-18)**   
- "Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love 
which are in Christ Jesus." (v.13)   
- "That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in 
us." (v.14)   
- "This you know, that all those in Asia have turned away from me." (v.15)   
- "The Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me, 
and was not ashamed of my chain." (v.16)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Hold fast to sound doctrine** – Timothy must **protect the truth of the gospel** from 
corruption (v.13).   
- **The Holy Spirit helps us guard the faith** – Believers must rely on **God’s power to 
remain faithful** (v.14).   
- **Many will fall away from the truth** – Some abandoned Paul, showing that 
**persecution reveals true faith** (v.15).   
- **God rewards those who are faithful** – Onesiphorus remained loyal and will receive 
**God’s mercy** (v.16).   
 
--- 
 
### **Final Summary**   
2 Timothy 1 is a **call to courage, faithfulness, and endurance** in the gospel. Paul 
reminds Timothy to **stand firm, use his spiritual gifts, and not be ashamed of suffering 
for Christ**. The gospel is **God’s gift of grace, secured through Christ’s victory over 
death**. Timothy must **guard this truth and rely on the Holy Spirit** to remain faithful. 
 
 



 
 
### **Doctrine in 2 Timothy 2**   
 
In 2 Timothy 2, Paul encourages Timothy to be **a strong and faithful servant of 
Christ**. He uses **metaphors (soldier, athlete, farmer, worker, vessel, and servant)** to 
illustrate Christian perseverance, warns against **false teaching**, and calls for a life of 
**holiness and endurance**.   
 
--- 
 
## **1. Be Strong in Grace and Pass on the Truth (2 Timothy 2:1-2)**   
- "You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus." (v.1)   
- "And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also." (v.2)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Spiritual strength comes from God’s grace** – Not by human effort but through 
**God’s power** (v.1).   
- **The gospel must be faithfully passed down** – True doctrine should be **entrusted to 
reliable teachers** (v.2).   
 
--- 
 
## **2. The Christian Life: Soldier, Athlete, and Farmer (2 Timothy 2:3-7)**   
- "You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ." (v.3)   
- "No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life." (v.4)   
- "And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes 
according to the rules." (v.5)   
- "The hardworking farmer must be first to partake of the crops." (v.6)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Christians must endure suffering** – Like a soldier, believers must stay **focused on 
their mission** (v.3).   
- **Avoid worldly distractions** – A soldier must not be **entangled in civilian affairs** 
(v.4).   
- **Obedience to God's truth is required** – Just as an athlete must follow the rules, 
believers must **live according to Scripture** (v.5).   
- **Hard work in ministry is rewarded** – The faithful laborer **shares in the harvest** 
(v.6).   



 
--- 
## **3. Christ’s Victory and Our Endurance (2 Timothy 2:8-13)**   
- "Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from the dead 
according to my gospel." (v.8)   
- "For which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the word of 
God is not chained." (v.9)   
- "If we endure, we shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us." 
(v.12)   
- "If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself." (v.13)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Jesus’ resurrection is the foundation of the gospel** – This is the **core truth of our 
faith** (v.8).   
- **Suffering does not stop God’s Word** – Even when Paul was imprisoned, the 
**gospel continued** (v.9).   
- **Endurance leads to eternal reward** – Believers will **reign with Christ** if they 
remain faithful (v.12).   
- **God’s faithfulness is unchanging** – Even when believers struggle, **God’s 
character remains constant** (v.13).   
--- 
## **4. Avoid False Teaching and Foolish Arguments (2 Timothy 2:14-19)**   
- "Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words 
to no profit." (v.14)   
- "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." (v.15)   
- "But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness." 
(v.16)   
- "Their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort." 
(v.17)   
- "Nevertheless, the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: ‘The Lord knows 
those who are His.’" (v.19)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Rightly handling God’s Word is essential** – Timothy must correctly **interpret and 
teach Scripture** (v.15).   
- **False doctrine spreads like cancer** – It leads to **ungodliness and destruction** 
(v.16-17).   
- **God knows His true followers** – Despite false teachers, God’s **foundation remains 
firm** (v.19).   



 
--- 
 
## **5. Be a Vessel of Honor (2 Timothy 2:20-23)**   
- "In a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and 
clay, some for honor and some for dishonor." (v.20)   
- "If anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and 
useful for the Master." (v.21)   
- "Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace." (v.22)   
- "Avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife." (v.23)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Believers must pursue holiness** – To be **useful to God**, Christians must be 
**pure and honorable** (v.21).   
- **Flee from sin and pursue righteousness** – Growth in faith requires **active 
avoidance of temptation** (v.22).   
- **Avoid arguments that cause division** – Foolish debates are **destructive and 
unprofitable** (v.23).   
 
--- 
 
## **6. The Lord’s Servant Must Be Gentle (2 Timothy 2:24-26)**   
- "A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient." 
(v.24)   
- "In humility correcting those who are in opposition." (v.25)   
- "That they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil." (v.26)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Christian leaders must be patient and gentle** – The goal is to **correct with 
humility** (v.24-25).   
- **Sinners are trapped by Satan** – False teachers need **repentance to escape the 
devil’s deception** (v.26).   
 
--- 
### **Final Summary**   
2 Timothy 2 teaches that **Christians must be strong, endure suffering, remain faithful, 
avoid false doctrine, and pursue holiness**. Paul reminds Timothy that **believers are 
like soldiers, athletes, and farmers**, needing **discipline and perseverance**. He calls 
for **rightly handling the Word, living as honorable vessels, and gently correcting those 
in error**. 



### **Doctrine in 2 Timothy 3**   
 
In 2 Timothy 3, Paul warns about **perilous times**, describes the characteristics of 
**false teachers and apostasy**, and emphasizes the absolute authority and sufficiency 
of **Scripture**. This chapter is crucial in understanding the role of **God’s Word in the 
life of a believer**, especially in times of deception and moral decline.   
 
--- 
 
## **1. Perilous Times and the Corruption of Humanity (2 Timothy 3:1-5)**   
- "But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come." (v.1)   
- "For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy." (v.2)   
- "Having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!" 
(v.5)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **The Last Days will be marked by moral decay** – Paul describes **self-centered, 
greedy, and rebellious** behavior (v.1-2).   
- **Religious hypocrisy will increase** – Many will have an **outward appearance of 
godliness** but deny the **transforming power of Christ** (v.5).   
- **Believers must separate from ungodly influences** – "Turn away" from those who 
distort the truth (v.5).   
 
--- 
 
## **2. The Danger of False Teachers (2 Timothy 3:6-9)**   
- "For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible 
women loaded down with sins." (v.6)   
- "Always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth." (v.7)   
- "Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth." (v.8)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **False teachers exploit the vulnerable** – They target those **weak in faith** and 
**burdened by sin** (v.6).   
- **Knowledge without truth is dangerous** – Some people **chase knowledge but 
reject God’s truth** (v.7).   
- **Rebellion against God has historical roots** – Just as **Jannes and Jambres** 
opposed Moses, false teachers oppose the gospel (v.8).   
 



--- 
 
## **3. The Godly Will Suffer Persecution (2 Timothy 3:10-13)**   
- "But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 
longsuffering, love, perseverance." (v.10)   
- "Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution." (v.12)   
- "But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being 
deceived." (v.13)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **True believers must follow sound doctrine** – Timothy is urged to **stay faithful** to 
Paul’s example (v.10).   
- **Persecution is inevitable for godly people** – Those who stand for Christ **will face 
opposition** (v.12).   
- **Deception will increase in the last days** – False teachers will **deceive others and 
be deceived themselves** (v.13).   
 
--- 
 
## **4. The Power and Sufficiency of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:14-17)**   
- "But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, 
knowing from whom you have learned them." (v.14)   
- "And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus." (v.15)   
- "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness." (v.16)   
- "That the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work." 
(v.17)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Scripture must be the foundation of faith** – Timothy is urged to **continue in what 
he has learned** (v.14).   
- **The Bible leads to salvation** – The Word of God brings **wisdom that leads to faith 
in Christ** (v.15).   
- **The Inspiration of Scripture** – All Scripture is **God-breathed (theopneustos)** and 
is without error (v.16).   
- **The Purpose of Scripture:**   
  - **Doctrine** – Teaching God’s truth.   
  - **Reproof** – Exposing false beliefs and sin.   
  - **Correction** – Guiding back to the right path.   
  - **Instruction in righteousness** – Training in godly living (v.16).   
- **The Bible is sufficient for the believer’s maturity** – It fully equips believers for 
**every good work** (v.17).   
 
--- 
 
### **Final Summary**   
2 Timothy 3 warns that **the last days will bring moral corruption, false teaching, and 
increased persecution**. However, **God’s Word remains the unshakable foundation**. 
Scripture is **divinely inspired, fully authoritative, and completely sufficient** to equip 
believers for every aspect of life and ministry. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



### **Doctrine in 2 Timothy 4**   
 
In **2 Timothy 4**, Paul gives his **final charge to Timothy**, emphasizing the urgency 
of **preaching the Word**, warning of **apostasy**, and sharing his **personal 
farewell** as he anticipates his martyrdom. This chapter is a call to **faithfulness in 
ministry**, despite opposition and suffering, and highlights the **reward for those who 
remain faithful**.   
 
--- 
 
## **1. Preach the Word Boldly (2 Timothy 4:1-5)**   
- "I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living 
and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom." (v.1)   
- "Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, 
with all longsuffering and teaching." (v.2)   
- "For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their 
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves 
teachers." (v.3)   
- "But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill 
your ministry." (v.5)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Christ will judge all people** – Paul reminds Timothy that **Jesus will return** and 
hold everyone accountable (v.1).   
- **Preach the Word at all times** – Whether it’s convenient or not, ministers must 
**proclaim truth with boldness** (v.2).   
- **The danger of false teaching** – People will reject sound doctrine and seek teachers 
who tell them what they want to hear (v.3).   
- **Endurance is necessary in ministry** – Timothy is encouraged to **stay alert, suffer 
for the gospel, and remain faithful** (v.5).   
 
--- 
 
## **2. Paul’s Triumphant Departure (2 Timothy 4:6-8)**   
- "For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is 
at hand." (v.6)   
- "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith." (v.7)   
- "Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have 
loved His appearing." (v.8)   



 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Paul’s life is an offering to God** – His impending death is seen as a **sacrifice for 
the Lord** (v.6).   
- **The Christian life is a battle and a race** – Paul describes his ministry as a **fight, a 
race, and a test of faithfulness** (v.7).   
- **The reward for faithfulness** – Those who remain faithful **will receive the crown of 
righteousness** from Christ (v.8).   
 
--- 
## **3. Paul’s Final Words and Requests (2 Timothy 4:9-18)**   
- "Be diligent to come to me quickly." (v.9)   
- "Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world." (v.10)   
- "Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for 
ministry." (v.11)   
- "Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm. May the Lord repay him according to 
his works." (v.14)   
- "At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not be charged 
against them." (v.16)   
- "But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me." (v.17)   
- "And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly 
kingdom." (v.18)   
 
### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Some will abandon the faith** – Demas represents those who **turn away for worldly 
desires** (v.10).   
- **Faithful believers are valuable in ministry** – Paul sees Mark as **useful**, showing 
that past failures (Mark had previously deserted Paul) can be redeemed (v.11).   
- **God is the ultimate judge** – Paul leaves vengeance to God rather than seeking 
personal retaliation (v.14).   
- **Even in abandonment, God is faithful** – Though people deserted Paul, **the Lord 
remained his strength** (v.16-17).   
- **Eternal security in Christ** – God will **preserve His people** and bring them into His 
heavenly kingdom (v.18).   
 
--- 
## **4. Paul’s Final Greetings and Benediction (2 Timothy 4:19-22)**   
- "Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus." (v.19)   
- "The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Grace be with you. Amen." (v.22)   
 



### **Key Doctrines:**   
- **Christian fellowship is essential** – Paul values his **relationships in the faith** 
(v.19).   
- **Grace is the believer’s strength** – He closes with **a blessing of grace**, which is 
the foundation of the Christian life (v.22).   
 
--- 
 
### **Final Summary**   
**2 Timothy 4 is Paul’s farewell message**, urging Timothy to remain faithful in 
preaching **sound doctrine**, despite the rise of **false teachers and persecution**. 
Paul sees his **life as a sacrifice for Christ**, looking forward to **his eternal reward**. 
Though he has been abandoned by some, he finds his **strength in the Lord**, trusting 
in God’s **deliverance and justice**.   
 
This chapter is a **powerful reminder** that every believer must stay faithful, **endure 
hardships**, and rely on **the sufficiency of God’s grace** until the end. 
 


